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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and 
protection of coastal fishery resources.  The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating 
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species. 
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ASMFC Coastal Sharks Board Approves Changes to Recreational 
Measures for Atlantic Shortfin Mako 
 
Arlington, VA – The Commission’s Coastal Sharks Management Board approved changes to the 
recreational size limit for Atlantic shortfin mako sharks in state waters, specifically, a 71-inch straight line 
fork length (FL) for males and an 83-inch straight line FL for females. These measures are consistent with 
those required for federal highly migratory species (HMS) permit holders under HMS Amendment 11, 
which was implemented in response to the 2017 Atlantic shortfin mako stock assessment that found the 
resource is overfished and experiencing overfishing. Amendment 11 also responds to a recent 
determination by the International Commission on the Conservation Atlantic Tunas that all member 
countries need to reduce current shortfin mako landings by approximately 72-79% to prevent further 
declines in the population.  
 
The Board adopted complementary size limits in state waters to provide consistency with federal 
measures as part of ongoing efforts to rebuild the resource. The states will implement the changes to 
the recreational minimum size limit for Atlantic shortfin mako by January 1, 2020.  
 
For more information, please contact Kirby Rootes-Murdy, Senior Fishery Management Plan 
Coordinator, at krootesmurdy@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740. Information on federal HMS shark 
regulations can be found at https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/atlantic-
highly-migratory-species-fishery-compliance-guides.        
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